
1562

VITAL STATISTICS.

HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS. IIN the 97 English and Welsh towns with populations I
exceeding 50,000 persons at the last Census and whose
aggregate population at the middle of this year is estimated’
at 18,120,059 persons, 8500 births and 4834 deaths were

registered during the week ended Saturday, May 23rd.
The annual rate of mortality in these towns, which had
declined from 15’1 to 14-1 per 1000 in the four preceding
weeks, further fell to 13’9 per 1000 in the week under notice.
During the first seven weeks of the current quarter the
mean annual death-rate in these towns averaged 14-5, against
13’6 per 1000 in London during the same period. Among the
several towns the death-rate last week ranged from 5-1 in
Ealing, 6’2 in Leyton, 6,4 in Reading, 6’9 in Ilford, and 7’5 in
Eastbourne, to 20-2 in Oxford, 20-5 in Sunderland, 21-0 in
Middlesbrough, 21-1 in West Hartlepool, and 22-0 in
Stockton-on-Tees.
The 4834 deaths from all causes were n"fewer than the

number in the previous week, and included 468 which were
referred to the principal epidemic diseases, against numbers
declining from 453 to 421 in the three preceding weeks. Of
these 468 deaths, 144 resulted from whooping-cough, 143
from measles, 83 from infantile diarrhoeal diseases, 51 from
diphtheria, 34 from scarlet fever, and 13 from enteric fever,
but not one from small-pox. The mean annual death-
rate from these diseases last week was equal to 1-3, against
1-3 and 1-2 per 1000 in the two preceding weeks.
The deaths attributed to whooping-cough, which had
been 139, 146, and 143 in the three preceding weeks,
were 144 last week, and caused the highest annual
death-rates of 1-5 in Stoke-on-Trent, 1-6 in Barrow-in-
Furness and in West Hartlepool, and 1-7 in Walsall
and in Newport (Mon.) The deaths referred to measles,
which had been 155, 146, and 138 in the three pre-
ceding weeks, rose to 143 last week ; the highest death-rates
from this disease were 1-2 in Blackburn, in Middlesbrough,
and in Newport (Mon.), 1-4 in Bootle, 2-0 in Dudley and in
Sheffield, 2-1 in Warrington, and 2-8 in Rochdale. The fatal
cases of diarrhoea and enteritis (among infants under 2
years), which had been 59, 59, and 69 in the three pre-
ceding weeks, further rose to 83 last week ; of this number
17 were recorded in London, 10 in Liverpool, 9 in Manchester,
and 3 each in Bristol, Birmingham, Salford, Sheffield,
and Middlesbrough. The deaths attributed to diphtheria,
which had been 50, 44, and 31 in the three preceding
weeks, rose to 51 last week, of which 12 occurred in London,
5 in Birmingham, 4 in Leeds, and 2 each in West Ham,
Walthamstow, Bradford, and Middlesbrough. The deaths
referred to scarlet fever, which had been 35, 27, and 33
in the three preceding weeks, were 34 last week, and
included 6 in London, 5 in Liverpool, 4 in Manchester, and
2 each in Birkenhead, Oldham, Sheffield, and Newcastle-on-
Tyne. The fatal cases of enteric fever, which had been 15,
13, and 7 in the three preceding weeks, rose to 13 last week,
of which 3 occurred in London.
The number of scarlet fever patients under treatment in

the Metropolitan Asylums and the London Fever Hospitals,
which had been 2876, 2901, and 2862 at the end of the
preceding three weeks, had increased to 2909 on- Saturday
last ; 415 new cases were admitted during the week,
against 377, 398, and 349 in the three preceding weeks.
These hospitals also contained on Saturday last 1125 cases
of diphtheria, 363 of whooping-cough, 100 of measles, and
47 of enteric fever, but not one of small-pox. The 1097
deaths from all causes were 59 fewer than the number
in the previous week, and corresponded to an annual
death-rate of 12-7 per 1000. The deaths referred to diseases
of the respiratory system, which had been 185, 221,
and 190 in the three preceding weeks, further declined to
188 last week, and were 9 below the number recorded
in the corresponding week of last year.
Of the 4834 deaths from all causes in the 97 towns, 169

resulted from various forms of violence, and 363 were the
subject of coroners’ inquests, while 1433 occurred in public
institutions. The causes of 37, or 0-8 per cent., of the total
deaths were not certified either by a registered medical
practitioner or by a coroner after inquest. All the causes
of death were duly certified in London and in its 14
suburban districts, in Manchester, Sheffield, Leeds, Bristol,
Bradford, Hull, and in 55 other smaller towns. Of the
37 uncertified causes of death, 8 were registered in
Birmingham, 6 in Liverpool, 3 in Portsmouth, 2 in
Leicester, and 2 in Nottingham.

HEALTH OF SCOTCH TOWNS.

In the 16 largest Scotch towns with an aggregate popula-
tion estimated at 2,293,200 persons at the middle of this year,
1268 births and 709 deaths were registered during the week
ended Saturday, May 23rd. The annual rate of mortality in
these towns, which had been 15-2,16-2, and 15-3 per 1000 in the
three preceding weeks, rose to 16’1 per 1000 in the week

under notice. During the first seven weeks of the current
quarter the mean annual death-rate in these towns averaged
16’0, against a corresponding rate of 14-5 per 1000 in the 97
large English towns. Among the several towns the death-
rate last week ranged from 3-1 in Falkirk, 8’8 in Kilmarnock,
and 10-5 in Clydebank, to 16’9 in Perth, 17’8 in Glasgow, and
24’3 in Hamilton.
The 709 deaths from all causes were 36 in excess of the

number in the previous week, and included 62 which were
referred to the principal epidemic diseases, against 64 and
55 in the two preceding weeks. Of these 62 deaths, 27
resulted from measles, 14 from infantile diarrhoeal diseases,
10 from whooping-cough, 7 from scarlet fever, 3 from diph-
theria, and 1 from enteric fever, but not one from small-pox.
The mean annual death-rate from these diseases last week
was equal to 1’4, against 1’3 per 1000 in the 97 large English
towns. The deaths attributed to measles, which had been
19, 31, and 20 in the three preceding weeks, rose to 27 last
week, of which 17 occurred in Glasgow, 4 in Dundee.
2 in Edinburgh, and 2 in Hamilton. The deaths of infants
(under 2 years) referred to diarrhoea and enteritis, which had
been 17,4, and 6 in the three preceding weeks, further rose to
14 last week, and included 10 in Glasgow. The fatal cases.
of whooping-cough, which had increased from 9 to 18 in
the four preceding weeks, declined to 10 last week, and
comprised 7 in Glasgow, 2 in Coatbridge, and 1 in
Dundee. The deaths attributed to scarlet fever, which
had been 2, 4, and 4 in the three preceding weeks, rose
to 7 last week, of which 3 occurred in Glasgow, 3 in Edin-
burgh, and 1 in Motherwell. The deaths referred to
diphtheria, which had declined from 9 to 5 in the four pre-
ceding weeks, further fell to 3 last week, and were recorded
in Glasgow, Aberdeen, and Paisley. The fatal case of
enteric fever was registered in Glasgow. In addition to the
above a death from typhus occurred in Glasgow.
The deaths referred to diseases of the respiratory system,

which had been 90, 116, and;104 in the three preceding
weeks, slightly rose to 107 in the week under notice ; and 32,
deaths were attributed to various forms of violence, against
16 and 23 in the two preceding weeks.

HEALTH OF IRISH TOWNS.

In the 27 town districts of Ireland, with an aggregate
population estimated at 1,205,280 persons at the middle of
this year, 630 births and 438 deaths were registered during
the week ended Saturday, May 23rd. The annual rate of
mortality in these towns, which had steadily declined from
25-3 to 18’2 per 1000 in the four preceding weeks, rose to
18’9 per 1000 in the week under notice. During the first
seven weeks of the current quarter the mean annual death-
rate in these towns averaged 20’6 per 1000 ; in the 97 large
English towns the corresponding rate did not exceed 14-5,
while in the 16 Scotch towns it was equal to 16’0 per 1000.
The annual death-rate last week was equal to 19’3 in Dublin
(against 12-7 in London and 17’8 in Glasgow), 17-9 in Belfast,
19’7 in Cork, 16’5 in Londonderry, 24-4 in Limerick, and
19.0 in Waterford, while in the 21 smaller towns the mean
rate rose to 19’5 per 1000.
The 438 deaths from all causes were 17 in excess of the

number in the previous week, and included 46 which were
referred to the principal epidemic diseases, against numbers
declining from 75 to 43 in the five preceding weeks. Of these
46 deaths, 18 resulted from measles, 10 from infantile
diarrhoeal diseases, 7 from whooping-cough, 6 from scarlet
fever, and 5 from diphtheria, but not one from enteric fever
or from small-pox. The mean annual death-rate from
these diseases last week was equal to 2-0, against corre-

sponding rates of 1,3 and 1,4 per 1000 in the English
and Scotch towns respectively. The deaths attributed
to measles, which had been 45, 30, and 21 in the three
preceding weeks, further declined to 18 last week, of which
16 occurred in Dublin. The deaths of infants (under 2 years)
referred to diarrhoea and enteritis, which had been 8, 3,
and 9 in the three preceding weeks, were 10 last week, and
included 7 in Dublin and 2 in Belfast. The fatal cases of
whooping-cough, which had declined from 14 to 8 in the
five preceding weeks, were 7 last week, of which 5 were
registered in Belfast. The 6 deaths attributed t) scarlet
fever were 2 above the average in the earlier weeks of the
quarter, and comprised 5 in Belfast and 1 in Dublin. The.
5 deaths referred to diphtheria, which were all recorded in
Dublin, were 3 above the average in the earlier weeks of the
quarter. In addition to the above, 5 fatal cases of typhus
were registered in Belfast. 
The deaths referred to diseases of the respiratory system,

which had been 87, 74, and 86 in the three preceding weeks,
fell to 79 in the week under notice. Of the 438 deaths
from all causes, 158, or 36 per cent., occurred in public
institutions and 9 resulted from various forms of violence.
The causes of 20, or 4-6 per cent., of the total deaths were
not certified either by a registered medical practitioner
or by a coroner after inquest; in the 97 large English towns
the proportion of uncertified causes did not exceed C-3 per
cent.
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VITAL STATISTICS OF LONDON DURING APRIL, 1914.

In the accompanying table will be found complete
statistics relating to sickness and mortality in the City
of London and in each of the metropolitan boroughs. With
regard to the notified cases of infectious diseases, it appears
that the number of persons reported- to be suffering from
one or other of the ten diseases specified in the table was
equal to an annual rate of 6’3 per 1000 of the population,
estimated at 4,516,612 persons in the middle of the year; in
the three preceding months the rates were 8’3, 8’5, and 7-4
per 1000 respectively. The lowest rates last month were
recorded in Chelsea, St. Marylebone, the City of London,
Battersea, and Wandsworth ; and the highest rates in
Holborn, Finsbury, Southwark, Deptford, and Woolwich. 
Scarlet fever again showed a decreased prevalence as com-
pared with other recent months; this disease was propor-
tionally most prevalent last month in Holborn, Southwark,
Lambeth, Deptford, and Woolwich. The Metropolitan
Asylums Hospitals contained 2826 scarlet fever patients at
the end of last month, against 3543, 3328, and 3138 at the end
of the three preceding months ; the weekly admissions
averaged 312, against 400, 379, and 337 in the three preceding
months. Diphtheria was less prevalent than it had been
in any of the seven preceding months; among the several
metropolitan boroughs the greatest proportional preva-
lence of this disease last month was recorded in Stoke
Newington, Hackney, Bethnal Green, Poplar, Southwark,
Deptford, Greenwich, and Woolwich. The number of diph-
theria patients under treatment in the Metropolitan Asylums
Hospitals, which had been 1225 and 1306 at the end of the
two preceding months, declined again to 1121 at the end of
last month; the weekly admissions averaged 114, against 153,
166, and 158 in the three preceding months. Enteric fever
was rather more prevalent than it had been in the previous
month; the greatest proportional prevalence during April
was recorded in the City of Westminster, St. Marylebone, St.
Pancras, and Lambeth. There were 55 enteric fever patients
under treatment in the Metropolitan Asylums Hospitals
at the end of last month, against 65, 82, and 66 at
the end of the three preceding months ; the weekly
admissions averaged 7, against 15 and 6 in the two pre-
ceding months. The 28 cases of puerperal fever notified
during the month included 4 in Poplar and 2 each in
Islington, Hackney, Stepney, Southwark, and Lambeth.
Of the 12 cases of cerebro-spinal meningitis, 4 belonged
to Southwark; and the only case of poliomyelitis reported
occurred in Lambeth.
The mortality statistics relate to the deaths of persons

actually belonging to the several boroughs, the deaths
occurring in institutions having been distributed among
the boroughs in which the deceased persons had previously
resided; the death-rates from all causes are further corrected
for variations in the sex- and age-constitution of the popula-
tion of the several boroughs. During the four weeks ending
May 2nd the deaths of 4789 London residents were regis-
tered, equal to an annual rate of 13-8 per 1000; in the three
preceding months the rates were 18’4, 14-8, and 15-2 per
1000 respectively. The death-rates last month ranged
from 9-9 in Lewisham, 10’0 in Wandsworth, 11-4 in
Hammersmith, 11-5 in Paddington, and 11-6 in Hampstead,
to 17-7 in Shoreditch, 17’8 in Bethnal Green, 18-0 in Stepney,
18-2 in the City of London, 18’5 in Bermondsey, and 19’1
in Finsbury. The 4789 deaths from all causes included
309 which were attributed to the principal infectious
diseases ; of these, 74 resulted from measles, 19 from
scarlet fever, 38 from diphtheria, 106 from whooping-
cough, 9 from enteric fever, and 63 from diarrh&oelig;a and
enteritis among children under two years of age. No
death from any of these diseases occurred last month in
the City of London ; among the metropolitan boroughs they
caused the lowest death-rates in Paddington, Kensington,
Hammersmith, the City of Westminster, Hampstead,
Stoke Newington, and Lewisham; and the highest rates
in Finsbury, Bethnal Green, Stepney, Southwark, and
Bermondsey. The 74 fatal cases of measles were 172 below
the corrected average number in the corresponding period
of the five preceding years ; this disease was proportionally
most fatal last month in Finsbury, Stepney, Poplar,
Bermondsey, Battersea, Deptford, and Greenwich. The 19
fatal cases of scarlet fever were slightly in excess of the
corrected average, and included 3 in Southwark, 2 in
Camberwell, and 2 in Deptford. The 38 deaths from
diphtheria were 2 above the corrected average number;
this disease was proportionally most fatal last month in
Hackney, Shoreditch, Bethnal Green, Poplar, Southwark,
Lambeth, and Woolwich. The 106 fatal cases of whooping-
cough were 37 below the corrected average number; the
highest death-rates from this cause were recorded in
St. Pancras, Holborn, Finsbury, Shoreditch, Bethnal Green,
Stepney, and Woolwich. The 9 deaths from enteric fever
were 3 in excess of the corrected average number, and
included 3 in Lambeth and 2 in Stepney. The mortality
from diarrhoea and enteritis among children under two

years of age was proportionally greatest in Hackney,
Finsbury, Bethnal Green, Southwark, and Bermondsey.
In conclusion, it may be stated that the aggregate mortality
in London last month from the principal infectious diseases,
excluding diarrhoea, was 45-2 per cent. below the average,

THE SERVICES.

ROYAL NAVY MEDICAL SERVICE.
THE following appointments have been notified :-Fleet-

Surgeon : E. G. E. O’Leary to the Queen, on recommission-
ing. Staff-Surgeon: N. J. Roche to the Sittlqj, for voyage
out and home. Surgeon: F. J. D. Twigg to the Queen, on
recommissioning.
The undermentioned Staff-Surgeons have been promoted

to the rank of Fleet-Surgeon in His Majesty’s Fleet:-Henry
Cadman Whiteside, Robert Lumley Dickinson, Herbert
Wells Bayly Shewell, John Martin, Christian Beverley
Fairbank, Francis Frederick Lobb, Harold John Chater,
Reginald St. George Smallridge Bond, Charles Clarke
Macmillan, D.S.O., Fred Claude Bromley Gittings, Ramse- 
Martyn Richards, Alan Grant Eastment, and George Ernest
Duncan (dated May 23rd, 1914).

ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS.

Major Robert B. Black retires on retired pay (dated
May 27th, 1914).
Colonel R. Kirkpatrick, C.M.G., has been appointed

Assistant Director of Medical Services to the Presidency
Brigade at Calcutta on transfer from Sialkot Cantonment.
Lieutenant-Colonel A. T. J. Lilly has been appointed to

officiate as Assistant Director of Medical Services to the
Bombay Brigade. Lieutenant-Colonel E. M. Hassard has
been granted six months’ general leave of absence home
from India. Lieutenant-Colonel J. C. Connor has been
appointed Deputy Assistant Director of Medical Services on
the Headquarter Staff of the Irish Command. Lieutenant-
Colonel H. E. Winter has been appointed to hold charge of
the Military Hospital at Colaba, Bombay. Lieutenant-
Colonel G. H. Hale, D.S.O., has been selected for appoint-
ment as Senior Medical Officer at Sialkot Cantonment. Lieu-
tenant-Colonel N. Faichnie has been appointed to the Western
Command. Lieutenant-Colonel M. P. C. Holt, D.S.O., has
taken over charge of the Cambridge Military Hospital at
Aldershot. Lieutenant-Colonel J. W. Bullen has been trans-
ferred from the Military Hospital at Sheffield to Strensall.
Lieutenant-Colonel T. du B. Whaite has been appointed to
hold charge of the Military Hospital at Lahore.
Major V. J. Crawford has been appointed to the Southern

Command. Major H. W. H. O’Reilly has joined at
Secunderabad. Major H. M. Nicholls has arrived home for
duty from India. Major L. W. Harrison has been appointed
to the Royal Army Medical College at Grosvenor-road,
S.W. Major F. McLennan has taken up duty at Aberdeen.
Major J. Poe has joined at Shorncliffe. Major R. McK.
Skinner has embarked for India. Major J. D. G. Macpherson
has been appointed Deputy Assistant Director of Medical
Services to the West Lancashire Division. Major H. D.
Packer has joined at Karachi. Major E. F. Q. L’Estrange
has arrived home from Cannanore Cantonment. MajorA.E.
Milner has been appointed to the Recruiting Medical Staff at
Birmingham. Major P. S. O’Reilly has been appointed
Medical Officer at the Royal Arsenal, Woolwich. Major
H. B. G. Walton has been appointed Specialist in the Pre-
vention of Disease to the Bareilly Brigade and placed in
charge of the Bacteriological Research Laboratory at the
Military Hospital, Bareilly Cantonment. Major C. J.
O’Gorman, D.S.O., has been transferred from the Military
Hospital at Calcutta to Barrackpore Cantonment. Major
G. J. S. Archer has taken up duty at the Royal Victoria
Military Hospital, Netley.
Captain H. V. Bagshawe has been transferred from the

Military Hospital at Cyprus to Cairo. Captain T. S. Coates
has joined at Meerut Cantonment. Captain A. L. Stevenson
has been granted six months’ general leave of absence home
from India. Captain C. W. Bowle has arrived home from
India. Captain A. Irvine-Fortescue has taken up special
duty in Japan. Captain E. D. Caddell has been appointed to
the Dublin District. Captain J. D. Bowie has arrived home
on leave of absence. Captain 0. R. McEwen has been
appointed to the Irish Command. Captain A. H. Hayes
has taken up duty at Ambala Cantonment. CaptainW. E. C. Lunn has been appointed to the Aldershot
Command. Captain V. P. Hutchinson has been appointed
to the staff of the Military Hospital at Potchefstroom.
Captain T. H. Dickson has taken up duty at Bareilly.
Captain R. J. Cahill has been transferred from the
Military Hospital at Londonderry to Belfast. Captain
M. B. H. Ritchie has been transferred from Chatham
to the Colchester District. Captain M. 0. Wilson has arrived
home from Aden. Captain T. H. Scott has arrived home


